
Traceability  
 in Canada

Livestock traceability is often discussed,  
but what does it really mean? Essentially,  

it’s the ability to follow an animal from 
one point in the supply chain to 

another. At first glance, the logistics 
of traceability across a country 

as large and diverse as Canada 
may seem overwhelming, but 
livestock producers have made 
tremendous gains over the  
years since efforts first began.

Producer organizations and 
federal, provincial and territorial 
governments continue to work 
together to advance Canada’s 
traceability system, meeting the 
needs of each livestock and 
poultry sector – pigs, beef  
and dairy cattle, bison, sheep, 

goats, farmed cervids, equines 
and poultry.

Canada’s Story 

“As a veterinarian, the  
value of traceability is  
in disease control and  
containment. Traceability 
minimizes damage to the 
industry and the economy 
during an outbreak.” 

DR. PAT BURRAGE 
Veterinarian

PASCAL LEMIRE 
Farmer 

      Canada’s traceability system is   
  based on the following three pillars:

• Animal identification;
• Premises identification (a geographical  

location of where animals are located); and
• Animal movement recording/reporting.

Canada’s traceability system is a collaborative  
effort involving all governments as well as livestock 
and poultry sectors from the grassroots and up.

Traceability helps strengthen Canada’s ability 
to respond quickly to health threats and other 
emergencies. Having the tools to trace animal 
movement effectively within the supply chain 
means that in the event of an animal disease 
outbreak, industry and government can respond 
quickly to control the spread of disease and limit 
its impact on the industry. 

Traceability also provides the reassurance that 
trading partners and consumers seek in an era 
of increased awareness of food safety issues, 
both at home and abroad. Producers have  
an opportunity to use their livestock traceability 
data to add value to their own operations.  
The bottom line is that traceability can be 
used to create a competitive advantage for 
Canadian agriculture.

Canada’s reputation for producing safe and 
healthy food is world-class. A robust traceability 
system helps to ensure we can continue to  
fulfill our promises to stakeholders both here,  
at home and around the world.

“As farmers, we use  
traceability as a farm  
management tool. It helps us 
manage our animals better 
and bring more value to the 
market. Traceability is key 
to the future of Canadian 
agriculture.” 

To learn more about Canada’s traceability  
strategy, please visit www.tracecanada.ca.

SECURING OUR FUTURE




